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ber of that year a school was opened with
four army officers and a civilian as admin-
istrators and instructors.

By Act of Congress approved April 29,
1812, the Academy was reorganized; and
the provisions of this Act have furnished the
general principles upon which the Military
Academy has since been conducted and con-
trolled. Appointments are made by the
President upon designations by Senators
and Members of Congress, each of whom
selects a principal and one or more alter-
nates. Designations may be made directly,
but usually are made as the results of com-
petitive examinations held in the district
from which the appointment is to be made.
The authorized strength of the U. S. Corps
of Cadets, is 1,960 cadets. Since 1902 about
$7,000,000 has been expended in remodelling
and rebuilding the Academy. The result is a
group of college buildings among the finest
and handsomest in any educational institu-
tion in the world.

Military Age, the age at which men are
subject to call for military service.

Military Education. The need for mili-
tary education was recognized early in the
history of the United States, and the estab-
lishment of the U. S. Military Academy at
West Point, N. Y., was due largely to the
efforts of General Washington, who recog-
nized the value of trained and educated offi-
cers. The fundamental object of the army
educational system is the preparation of
every individual and organization in the
military establishment for efficient service
to the nation in peace and war. The general
scheme, as laid down in the regulations and
orders, comprise the following: The United
States Military Academy, at West Point,
N. Y.; special service schools; general serv-
ice schools; army correspondence schools;
troops schools; post schools; courses of in-
struction for members of the National
Guard and Organized Reserves. The entire
system is under the supervision and con-
trol of the War Department General Staff.
The special service schools are the Coast
Artillery School at Fort Monroe, Virginia;
the Engineer School, Washington Barracks,
D. C.; the Mounted Service School, Fort
Riley, Kansas; the Army Medical School,
Washington, D. C.; the Army Service
schools at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; the
Army War College at Washington Barracks,
D. C. To these we may add the School of
Musketry and the School of Fire for Field
Artillery, both at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, and

the Aviation School at San Diego, Cali-
fornia. Military education is also given by
certain State and private schools and by
the reserve training camps.
Among the most important schools of
France were the Ecole Polytechnique at Paris
and the Ecole Speciale Militaire at St. Cyr.
The Polytechnique trained for the scientific
branches of the government service, including
the engineers and artillery of the army. St.
Cyr trained officers for the infantry and
cavalry. Entrance was by competitive exam-
ination. The British system of preliminary
military education was based upon the idea of
giving brief courses in the schools, but ex-
acting a rigid competitive standard and ex-
amination at entrance. The two principal
military colleges are the Royal Military
Academy at Woolwich for training officers
for the Royal Engineers and Royal Artil-
lery, and the Royal Military College at
Sandhurst for officers for the infantry and
cavalry. Germany was the first nation to
introduce universal military service. The
system was inaugurated in Prussia in 1814
and was soon extended to the other Ger-
man states. After the Napoleonic wars the
whole country entered upon a course of
military preparedness for all males. See also
MILITARY TRAINING CAMPS ; MILITARY TRAIN-
ING IN THE SCHOOLS.
Military Law. The term Military Law ap-
plies to and includes such rules of action
and conduct as are imposed by a state upon
persons in its military service, with a view
to the establishment and maintenance of
military discipline. It is largely statutory
in character, and prescribes the rights of,
and imposes duties and obligations upon, all
persons composing the military establish-
ment. It creates military tribunals, endows
them with jurisdiction, and prescribes their
procedure. It defines military offences, and
prescribes appropriate penalties for the com-
mission of such offences. In time of peace
the civil law is at all times supreme or su-
perior to the military law; but in time of
war, or when the peace of the community
is threatened, the civil law may be suspend-
ed for such time and in such places as may
be deemed necessary, and then military laws
and martial law govern.
Military Medals and Decorations. The
wearing of medals indicating the perform-
ance of some sort of military service is said
to have been practiced by the Chinese in
the first century A.D., but was not common
in Europe until the i7th century. The use